Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



} 



%z 



mrr 




tffffiiu«l(nMiiMi'iiiuiii*mii*nniiiiftRHiiiHm(>i*Hmi*iirii.|.it>im"-i' 



1^-^: ^:;;;cT^]X(c>>i;'^:Kisx' ■ . ■. ^o ((^^ce^. 



mnnmnumimnniMiw 



Akri>i*iiii 






larr% 





.-fiiC-r'^S^- -■ — 




/if./^ 



r 



V ^ * : V \ 



A, 






Hi* 



TSKPSBAHOB AHD BBZiXaXOH 



OR THE 



BEST MEANS AND HIGHEST END 



OF THE 



Ztpxptv^ntt Utfovmution. 



IN TWO PARTS. 



BY SAMUEIi NOTT, JUN. 



BOSTON : 

PUBLISHED BY PEIRCE AND PARKER. 

1831. 



PART !• 



THE BEST MEANS. 



Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess ; but be filled with the 
Spirit. — Eph, V. 18. 

It is impossible to find, in the Bible, any prohibition 
of the article which the Temperance Societies are pledg- 
ed to abandon ; which they are desirous to persuade all 
men to abandon. The phrase, " Touch not, taste not, 
handle not," is the true motto for a Temperance Society, 
and contains the only principle of a thorough reforma- 
tion ; but it furnishes no inspired guide in regard to 
Ardent Spirits. The Scriptures were not intended to 
furnish a special law for e^ery case which might occur 
in the progress of ages. The divine wisdom fitted them 
rather to the circumstances of those to whom they were 
first addressed, as exactly as if there were to be no other 
times and generations. Thus are furnished in a single 
volume, the principles and the practice of duty and sal- 
vation, in a manner, which, in all times and generations, 
men may easily apply to their own peculiar circum- 
stances. 

In this view we have in the text, I conceive, a scrip- 
tural prohibition of Ardent Spirits for the purposes of 
refre&ihment and exhilaration. Modern skill has learned 
to volatilize and condense that quality of wine which 
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gave occasion to the prohibition of the text : and upon 
trial, it is fbtind 0iat the " spirits" distilled produce 
on other sensible effect, but an unnatural excitement, 
followed by a painful depression : demanding higher ex- 
citement and producing deeper depression, until, if the 
havoc be allowed, the animal system is worn out ; and 
the mind becomes the wretched, vile inhabitant of a 
crazy tabernacle. But this is the very effect produced, 
less surely and more slowly, by the abuse of wine : by 
being excited, drunken with wine. If, then. Ardent 
Spirits have no power to produce that refreshment which 
a moderate use of pure and unmixed wine affords, if they 
produce no other sensible effect than that which is pro- 
duced by the abuse of wine, then why is not the whole 
article forbidden ? Why should ^e imagine that we are 
permitted to use it at all, for our refreshment and exhila-^ 
ration, after we have discovered, that it can bestow 
nothing, but what we are forbidden to obtain even from, 
wine ; or cider, which is the wine of apples ; or beer, 
which is the wine of hops or malt. 

It seems strange, since light has shone upon .the 
darkness of our minds, that Christian sagacity did not 
earlier discover the unlawfulness of stimulating the hu- 
man system, with the very essence of intoxication. 
Strange, that we should need to learn this by terrible 
experience, and never fully learn it until we saw the 
beautiful results of an extensive and continued experi- 
ment of entire abstinence. 

^ust what might have been expected if wine had been 
allowed to the extent of intoxication, and even worse than 
might then have been expected, has followed from allow- 
ing a template uaisof thM essence of intoxication, which 



we have learned to extract from wine and other sub- 
stances. If in your moral code, you should allow, that 
wine might be used to produce an unnatural excitement, 
you might expect to contaminate society, with a vinous 
intemperance. If you extract from wine its intoxicating 
quality, and allow it to be temperately used, you may ex<- 
pect just such a state of society as that which has struck 
the community with horror. We were forbidden in the 
language of the text to be excited with wine — the un- 
mixed juice of the grape. Instead of obeying, we ex- 
tracted from wine its intoxicating property and gave it 
to the public as a more quick and effectual stimulant ; 
and it created such a voracious appetite as never said it 
was enough. We brought brandy from France; gin 
from Holland ; rum from the West Indies, and molasses 
to be manufactured into rum, and yet it was not enough. 
We passed thousands of barrels of cider through the still,, 
and took it without number and measure to the cellar, and 
yet it was not enough ! We extended our plantations— 
we manured our soil, and put it into better tilth, and pro- 
duced for the distillery, corn and roots to the extent of 
modern agriculture, and yet it was not enough ! We 
even cursed our wine, by mixing Ardent Spirits in the 
cup and doubled its power of producing the forbidden 
intoxication, and yet it was not enough ! Our crime di- 
minished the consumers at the rate of forty thousand in a 
year, and yet it was not enough ! for new recruits hasten- 
ed on, more numerous Mid more voracious than their 
destroyed predecessors ! 

It was at this point, that bitter experience wrung from 
us the principle, which Christian sagacity might have 
earlier discovered, that the only sensible effect which is 
*1 



produced by Ardent Spirits, is the injurious and hartfiil 
efibct which the Soripturles forbid, eren from unmixed 
wine : that the most moderate, sensible excitement is but 
an infant intoxication, which needs to be strangled in its 
childhood, or it will grow into a master and a monster I* 
Tet we would scarce believe the results of our own 
observation and experiment — we would scarce give 
credit to our own eyes and ears and understandings, 
until we had made the experiment of an entire and long 
continued abstinence. We have made that experiment^ 
and are no longer in doubt. We have tried it in our lan- 
guor, and we know that we lose no refreshment. The 
most laborious have tried it, and know that they lose no 
strength. The most exposed have tried it, and know 
that they lose no security. Those who drank cautiously 
and thought they were refreshed, and strengthened, and 
secured by it, have tried abstinence, and know that they 
were injured, and not aided, by their former course. 
The free drinking and intemperate have tried it, and join 
the united testimony of all classes, and confirm with a 
hundred thousand voices, the principle wrung from us 
by torture — that the excitement produced by Ardent " 
Spirits is the same greedy and deceptive excitement 
which is produced by the abuse of wine — that it is un- 
lawful, not only to be drunk with wine, but to use for 
our refreshment and exhilaration the essence of intoxi- 
cation. Now that we have suflfd^ed the bitter con- 

• 

* I do not intend to assert that all who used Ardent Spirits at all, accord- 
ing to the old custom were guilty of producing this infant intoxication. For 
many drank so cautiously as to produce no excitement, as to feel no better 
for it. All I mean to assert is, that whoever drinks enough to make him 
<'feel better/' has actually obtained from Ardent Spirits the disadvantage and 
injury which the text forbids from the abuse of wine. 



peqoences of oar former miateke— abore all, n6w thai 
we know by experiment, that Ardent Spirits gare noth* 
ing but the mere mischief of wine— I have no hesitation 
in varying, in riew of the circnmstances of the times, the 
prohibition of the text : and in saying, as if it were the very 
letter of the Scripture, ''Abstain entirely from Ardent Spir^ 
its;" nor in requiring of all, as by its authority, " Pro- 
mote, by your example and avowal, entire abstinence in 
the country." If you drink in ouantities so minute, 
as to produce no excitement, then certainly you gain 
no recompense for keeping open the door of ruin to 
yourselves and others. If you do drink so as to produce a 
sensible excitement, you have taken the viper to. your 
bosom, which has stung, and poisoned, and killed. Many 
strong men have been slain by him. If you abstain 
already, decline not a public avowal of your prac- 
tice and your principle ; take your light from under 
the bushel, and set it on a candlestick. Say not, 
I abstain, and need no bond to secure my obedience to 
the prohibition of the text ; to the proved and tried duty of 
abstaining from Ardent Spirits. Beware, lest, secure of 
standing, you should grievously fall. But admitting your 
self-confidenc^ to be well grounded, those who are less 
skilled in recovery and self-government need your avowal 
to assist and encourage them. 

Be not so modest as to say that your example will be 
of no avail, when such examples as we now claim of you 
have been, in the last three years, of such high avail as 
to fill all men with admiration. Stand forth, the example 
and advocate oi entire abstinence; unite yourself with 
others as an example and advocate. Set your light upon 
the candlestick which the Temperance Societies have 
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raised up, and you will shine one amidst that splendid 
illumination which is shedding light over the country. 

But as relates to the prohibition of the text, I forbear ; 
and the more readily, because I have already submitted 
fully to the public my views of our great transgression.* 
I propose rather, in the progress of this discourse, to con- 
fine myself to the demand of the text : *' Be ye filled 
WITH the Spirit." This demand proposes the best 
MEANS and the highest end of the temperance re- 
formation. What ^od hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. Let not the man of policy and 
patriotism disdain the aid of the Spirit, lest he check 
the progress, or mar the beauty, or prepare the ruin 
of the temperance reformation. Let not the Chris- 
tian disdain its aid, in introducing and establishing the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of men. If you would cure 
or prevent intemperance, accept the aid of the Holy 
Spirit. If you would secure His present and ever- 
lasting blessings, drive out the unclean spirit, which 
pollutes the temples built for His abode. Bar out that 
unclean spirit, striving to re-enter and pollute. Prepare 
the way of the Lord ; make his paths straight. Let the 
patriot and the Christian unite in employing the best 
MEANS and hastening the highest end of the temperance 
reformation. 

I. The demand of the text proposes the best means ; 
or in other words. The experience and the recommenda- 
tion of a spiritual religion is the best means of extending 
and securing the temperance reformation. 

Our pledge and practice of entire abstinence have their 
best recommendation in the influence which they have 

* See Appeal to the Temperate. 



had from one end of the land to the other. Ezpeiience 
has proved that entire abstinence is the security of the 
temperate, and the care of the intemperate ; and that 
written pledges and social compacts have extended the 
knowledge and promoted the use of this sovereign reme« 
dy. And it is now almost as contrary to experience to 
object against entire abstinence, as to deny that bread is 
the staff of life, or that honesty is the best policy. 

But the great desideratum is, to insure the resolution 
and the performance ; the pledge and the fidelity of entire 
abstinence from Ardent Spirits ; of entire freedom from 
vinous excitement : through the whole country and 
through the world : with the utmost possible speed and 
for all future times. How shall we best insure this rapid, 
large and lasting success ? Where shall we find our best 
aids, and our strongest securities, but in the means and 
motives of spiritual religion ? What if you are willing to 
be a mere economist and patriot for this world, and feel 
no regard for immortal interests ; what if you are willing 
to be an infidel or ^n atheist, and yet claim to be an 
economist and patriot ; are you sure that you have mo- 
tives and aids strong enough 1o constrain you for life to 
abstinence and temperance, or that you can urge and 
offer to the world and to coming times, overcoming mo- 
tives and sufficient aids ; while you are indifferent to 
fellowship with God ; to his frown and favor ? The world 
has had enough of this ruinous atheism ; of the deep and 
lasting disappointments of that wisdom which turns 
away from God, to perish in its own devisings. Let us 
rather, choose the best means in the motives and aids of 
spiritual religion. 

Intemperance is a vice of man's spiritual nature, and 
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requires for its prevention or cure a spiritual application. 
It is no mere physical disease, no mere bodily disorder, 
to be cured by physical remedies and prevented by phys- 
ical substitutes. I know that it creates a physical dis- 
ease, and I will not object to meeting that disease with 
physical substitutes and remedies. I would strike at the 
root ; but I would not refuse to strike at the branches, in 
hope of checking their growth and diminishing their 
propagating power, while the root baffles our efforts. 
But if intemperance be a physical disease, a bodily disor- 
der, it is such an one as never occurred to any other 
animal but man — a physical disease, which has had no 
existence but in connexion with a spiritual nature : to 
which no animal is liable, which does not possess a 
reasonable and immortal soul. No mere animal ever 
had or can have a regular and constant and voracious 
appetite for the material which excites that it may destroy 
it. Instinct is God's workmanship ; and its selections 
are suited to the animal health. Drunkenness is not a 
'* beastly vice." Let not the brute creation groan under 
a reproach which reflects upon their Creator. It is ap- 
propriately the vice of the soul. This despised in- 
temperance, this beastly vice, falsely so called,* is not 
more a beacon warning us from the ruin of the body, 
than a signal of the spiritual dignity of man. Intempe- 
rance is the offspring of those cares and forebodings 
which indicate the overliving soul, and the capacity of 
high and holy faith and hope ; of those cravings which 
nothing but God's presence and covenant can satisfy. It 

* No doubt the popular appellation of " beastly vice/' has in it this just- 
ness, that the drunkard habitually and wittingly overgorges all his life long; 
as a beast may for once and um/oUUn^ly. 
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is the base and vicious resort of a soul which was made 
for fellowship with the high and lofly One who inhabits 
eternity. What other animal has the spiritual craving 
which is the parent of intemperance? What sovereign 
remedy can there be, but to lead this needy and anxious 
and aspiring creature to the infinite Father, to fill this 
craving spirit with the fulness of God? Do anxiety, 
and care, and foreboding, and disappointment, and 
trouble, crave the excitement of spirituous liquors and 
so often transform a worldling into a drunkard ? and 
the same causes employ the spiritual man more ear- 
nestly in self-inquiry, meditation, watchfuless, and pray- 
er, and bring him into nearer and more joyful fellowship 
with God. Thus David said, " Why art thou cast down, 
oh my soul ; and why art thou disquieted within me 7 
Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise Him, who is 
the health of my countenance and my God." Thus Paul 
said in the name of all partakers of the Spirit, *' We glory 
in tribulation — knowing that tribulation worketh patience 
and experience, and the hope which maketh npt ashamed 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the iloly Ghost given unto us. 

The case is not otherwise when we regard intempe- 
rance as a social vice. Think not that it is mere buoy- 
ancy of animal spirits and the sympathy of the animal 
senses, and the love of animal recreations, which cluster 
men around the bottle, and the glass, and the bowl. When 
the birds carol to each other among the green branches, or 
when the flocks and the herds gambol over the fields, no 
other stimulant is needful, but the sweet smelling and re* 
vising air ; and water from the brook, and grass from the 
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valley. But man, made wiser than the beasts of the earth, 
and the fowls of heaven, needs to cry out unto God his Ma- 
ker, who giveth songs by day and by night. Even in the 
infancy of his immortal powers, in his merriment and 
gladness, he requires applications to his highest faculties ; 
the recreations of a soul ever growing and eternal: 
the exercises of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, in 
melody to the Lord ; in which immortal spirits answer to 
each other in the higher and enduring faculties of their 
nature ; and give earthly exercii^e and expansion to fac- 
ulties which will grow forever. Social intemperance is 
the base resort of these high capacities. For the 
hour of hilarity and mirth, its artifice exalts folly and vice 
into the place of wisdom and piety. The revels and 
orgies of intemperance, its drunken songs, do but remind 
us of beings made to be angels, who have chosen to be 
demons ! 

It is thus that the indwelling Spirit brings the sove^ 
reign remedy. Come as a reasonable and immortal be- 
ing to the Fountain of all good: come with all your 
anxieties, and cares, and forebodings, and aspirings, and 
desires, to the God who made the heavens and the earth : 
give Him possession of your heart. Let your body and 
your soul become the temple of the Holy Ghost, and you 
will have the cure and the antidote ; the substitute to all 
the causes and occasions of the evil. Glory not too has- 
tily in your firm resolution ; in the security of your pledge 
and in the influence of union on your future course. Are 
you sure, if your soul remains without God and without 
hope, that some hour of lightness of spirit, or of self- 
confidence, or of anxiety and despair will not commence 
your ruin? 
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The influence of spiritual religion^ however, in promo- 
ting and securing the Temperance reformation, will ex- 
tend much farther than its saving power. A conviction 
of the truth and importance of religious motives, as it 
more and more prevails, will awaken conscience and excite 
hope and fear, and produce a yearning after spiritual good, 
and a horror of the substitute. Even if the temple be not 
open for the entrance of the Holy Spirit, the outer court 
will become the place of his merciful strivings, which in 
their measure will promote the exclusion and prevent the 
entrance of the demon. The progress of this reforma- 
tion hitherto, justifies this expectation : for it has received 
its greatest impulse from spiritual considerations. I know 
it has Had earnest, faithful, useful advocates among men 
who claim no higher character than men of this world : 
but do not imagine that their aid has been the mere re- 
sult of worldly policy or patriotism. Do you think if 
there had been no appeal to the conscience and the heart, 
in view of God and judgment, of heaven and hell, or if 
there had been no sympathy with this high appeal, that 
multitudes would have been roused in this terrible array ? 
Believe me, the wide spread earnestness which we see, is 
owing mainly to the influence of spiritual considerations 
on the public mind. The religious spirit of the country 
has urged the appeal with effect, because it has met a 
religious spirit ; which imperfect as it is, has sympathised 
with that appeal. Physicians, Advocates, Legislators, 
Judges, Political economists, have borne in favor of this 
cause, the testimony which belonged to their several de- 
partments ; yet, who of them has considered his fippeal 
complete antil it was supported and sustained by moral 

2 
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and religious considerations, in harmony with the voice 
of the pulpit and the church ? 

If we would complete the reformation so auspiciously 
begun, let us not as more suited to the prevailing char- 
acter, confine our urgency to the mere earthly purposes 
and means ; but encouraged by past success, let us rise 
above the prevailing character^ and urge more clearly and 
more powerfully spiritual motives and spiritual mezus. 
Upon all minds not yet obdurate in sin, the appeal will 
strike a ^horror, while it shows the earthly vice inherent 
in a soul that will never die ; — while it argues from time to 
eternity — " See how wretched the intemperate has made 
himself in a few short months : imagine the wretchedness 
of that living and growing spirit in ages which are to be 
prolonged forever 1" And will not the appeal inspire more 
interest and animation among all who are not yet deaf 
and blind, and hardened beyond recovery, while it de- 
mands of all its present and all its future friends ; " Be 
ye filled with the Spirit?" Nay, if we would secure a 
persevering effort and a permanent reformation, must we 
not invest the subject with spiritual considerations; with 
growing and everlasting interests ? Have we not all feared, 
that when the novelty of the enterprize has passed away, 
and men's passions which are now at war and sentry 
against the demon, have had time to cool ; that intemper- 
ance will secure his present dominion, and come back 
where he has been dispossessed with seven other devils 
more wicked than himself? Can any man tell us of 
80 sure a remedy against this tremendous calamity, as to 
uphold this interest, to keep alive these passions ; to keep 
warrior and sentry at the battle and on the watch tower 
by the hope and fear of spiritual and everlasting things? 
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Or, if the terror of the past, may be supposed sufficient 
for the deliverance and security of the present generation ; 
how shall the next and succeeding generations be preser- 
ved from the returning curse, if our reformation is not 
the means of transmitting them the blessing of spiritual 
religion. Will immortal minds be less craving in future 
times ? 

Let no one think that in thus exalting the best means, 
we are saying aught to disparage any other means. 
Rather, we are commending that which is most likely to 
give effect to every other means. 

Are not intellectual employments ; and the mental cul- 
ture which such employments well chosen, regular and 
persevering would give, most important substitutes 
and means ? But in what way are we to overcome the 
apathy, of the people, and their preference of trivial occu- 
pations, and amusements, and their reluctance to persever- 
ing mental effort ? Undoubtedly the surest way is to appeal 
to the religious sentiment, and to call upon every man, to 
fulfil his duty and embrace his privilege as an immor- 
tal mind ; as learning the first lessons of endless improve- 
ment. Let religion demand study and mental improve^ 
ment, as the duty and the privilege of all, with a distinct 
and steady voice ; and she will speedily provide the appa- 
ratus and the books, and the hours and the inclination^ 
which are everywhere required ; and will caM the Lyceum 
her sister, and her partner in extending and securing the 
Temperance reformation.* 

Do we look to the outward ordinances of religion, as 
the visible luitidote to intemperance : as the substitute to 

* Se« the Author's *' Fkixdom of ths Miitd/' Lectorei, 6 and 7. 
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all its causes and occasions. What else will bring the 
public to enjoy their influence, so easily as an increase in 
the number of those who are filled with the spirit; 
and in the warmth and wisdom of its commenda- 
tion to the hearts of men ; and in the general moral 
sense and sympathy of society? If you would have 
the ordinances of religion as the bulwark and defence 
of the Temperance cause, let the religious spirit, in its 
primary and secondary movements sustain them in their 
order and beauty ; let society yield to the demand of the 
Apostle in the verse following the text ; and according to 
the order of the Gospel speak to one another in Psalms 
and Hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 
ody in their hearts to the Lord, and the temptations to in- 
temperance will not find scope. Sympathy will circulate 
the public will, through the whole body politic : conscience 
will forbid compliance with the Tempter and his scor- 
pion lash ; and the heavy laden, and the sorrowing, 
will ask and receive the Holy Spirit, whose indwelling 
giveth " peace like a river." 

Or must we not look as to our main safe-guard to the 
influence of domestic life : What else will give it its chief 
power, but the influence of the religious spirit ? 

How can intemperance, enter or prevail where husbands 
and wives, parents and children, masters and servants, 
occupy themsf jives spiritually in the duties of their sever- 
al stations, as enjoined by the apostle. I forget not that 
intemperance has triumphed extensively over the hin- 
drances which are ipterposed by the duties and mutual 
necessities and sympathies of related life": that it has 
broken ten thousand times this triple cord by which nature 
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bound men to Temperance. Everywhere, men have 
been seen, to v^hom duty and necessity^ and sjrmpathy 
for wivep and children .and sacred home, formed but a 
triple rop6 of sand, binding the ship against the northern 
tempest. 

But I speak of duty and necessity and sympathy dignifi- 
ed by the considerations of religion upon men, who ask, 
and receive the divine aid, in duty — and in necessity ; and 
whose natural sympathies are softened and strengthened, 
and hallowed, by the indwelling spirit — whose care of 
wife and children, whose regard to husband and parent is 
sanctified by the love and fear and faith of God. It is 
not in mystery that the spirit becomes the safeguard of 
which I speak. It is not in the secret places of the upper 
world, that security is wrought amidst the temptations of 
this. It is by a deep sense of religion amMst the cares of x 
life : — by welcoming the Spirit amidst its constant duties, 
that we are recovered, guarded, and secured. 

The claims of domestic life, the vice of intemperance * 
has most grossly outraged. Let all the motives of religion be 
brought to awaken the conscience and the heart in view 
of its interesting relations : and then every care of life, 
every duty, the tender affection of husbands and wives : 
Parents and children, will be the means of extending and 
securing the temperance reformation. Even so far as 
Christianity shall succeed in keeping off that curse 
of the basest heathenism, *^ without natural affection ;" 
so far will its commendation, be a means of this eztension 
and security. How can the loving husband and the ten- 

« 

der father, make himself a monster ? 

Finally. In closing our view of the advantage of spir- 
itual means, reflect how fitted the Christian temper is to 
the work of reformation. Uniting the utmost zeal and 

*2 
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boldness with the utmost gentleness and lore ; it outrages 
no adversaries; it does not needlessly arouse any 
hostile passions ; but with words of kindness on its lips, 
it softens the spirit of the enemy to peace. Uniting the 
strongest hopes of success, with the utmost distrust of 
personal prowess ; it employs earnest diligence and pre- 
vailing prayer. Thus prepared for the work, if any op- 
pose themselves Christian meekness has a tongue to win 
them. If any put past victories at hazard by glorying in 
success, and pursuing their efforts in human strength, 
Christian humility will confess sin and weakness in the 
midst of success ; and cry out in gratitude and prayer " in 
thee, oh Lord, is our help found." '' Not by might nor by 
power but by thy spirit, O Lord God of hosts.'' Does 
any linger, uninterested or faint hearted, or discouraged, 
the Christian, with whose spirit, God's Spirit dwells in 
sympathy and co-operation, will wax stronger and stronger, 
*' his shoes will be iron and brass, and as his day, in this 
conflict, so will his strength be." 

In our zeal for this reformation, we have no need to 
descend from our spiritual heights to plead the motives 
• and feel the spirit of a mere wordly policy. The highest 
policy of this reformation is to commit it to the guidance 
and aid of the Holy Spirit; to his merciful strivings : to 
his saving power : to exalt its importance by connecting 
it with everlasting things : and to exert ourselves in that 
modest, humble, prayerful, persevering temper, which is 
the fruit of the Spirit. 
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PART II. 

THE HIGHEST END. 

I proceed to show that the demand of the text, proposes 
the HIGHEST END of the Temperance reformation. 

In saying this I do not consider it as a mere reforma- 
tion from the use of ardent spirits: I have been most 
happy to notice that it is, and to believe that it will prove 
in its progress a reformation from the abuse of wine. I 
am not so horror struck, with our modern enemy as to 
lose sight of the ancient one against which the text di- 
rectly warns us. Rather, I trust that the havoc of ardent 
spirits without measure and mercy, has roused the present 
generation as decidedly against all vinous excitement.* 

* Vinous excitement is here regarded as including that which is produced 
by the abuse of wine proper, not only, but of all fermented liquors : as cider 
and beer. If the more wealthy members of society, only, have been able 
to abuse wine 3 those who are acquainted with the laboring classes in our 
own country, know full well, that there has existed a guzzling of cider and 
beer, much lessened, but not absolutely cast out by the facility of obtsuning 
the essence of intoxication. God forbid, that we should give the least leave 
or licence to this fatal ,jtupifying guzzling to come in and take the place of 
our use of ardent spirits. In England, where ardent spirits are dearer and 
wages less, we know that an ale-house, is almost as fearful as an Americas 
grogshop. In admitting the use of unmlngled wine, and of course unmingled 
cider and beer, it was due to the Temperance cause to protest agsdnst the 
doctrine, which experience, ancient and modem condemns, that there is no 
danger of intemperance from fermented liqucnv 3 and to demand not only 
abstinence from ardent gpirits, but Temperance in the use of fermented 
liquors ; i. e. luch a use as shall produce no excitement. I will not attempt 
to give the " neplus ultra ;'' the last safe step on the precipice, from which 
millions fell before spirits were distiiled. Touching oar own native wines, I 
mean cider and beer, the intrusive half-pint tumblers^ almost enswe, tha 
** stimulus o/dist€nition,"9ad alcoholic excitement, almost forbid r^freshmtM. 
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When I say that the demand of the text is the end of 
present reformation, I speak of a hindrance to the Spirit 
which has been magnified but not created by our modern 
crime. It existed at the first promulgation of the Gospel, 
when excess of wine was the theme of the Poet's song^ 
and drunken revels were acted in honor of the god of 
wine. It held its abode in the nations which were con- 
verted to Christianity : when excess of wine was the sym- 
bol of friendship, and the innocent indulgehce of a merry 
heart. Among the wealthier classes of Society, an ex- 
ample was shown, which encouraged the gross indulgen- 
cies of the many, and prepared the way for that enor- 
mous hindrance which our eyes have seen in the use of 
ardent Spirits ; the offspring of the abuse of wine. The 
abuse of wine, the use of ardent spirits, have stood to- 
gether or apart in the way of God'B mercy to mankind : 
a hindrance to the entrance of the Holy Ghost to the 
hearts of men. 

How suitable this reformation to the times in which we 
live ; when we trust our Prince {and Saviour, is about to 
shed forth his Holy Spirit, and to give repentance and 
forgiveness to all the nations of the earth ! Was there a 
higher mountain, was there a deeper valley, than this an- 
cient and modern crime had laid in the path-way of the 
Redeemer ; arresting his progress to bless all nations ? 
As we see the valley raised, and the mountain levelled, 
for the progress of salvation, let us sing, how beautiful are 
its. paths, adorned with the Gospel of peace, echoing with 
glad tidings of good things ! '' The Lord hath made bare 
his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
^6 of the earth shall see the salvation of our God." 
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Consider what hindrances- thi» reformation removes; 
what means and motives it brings in its train. 

The excitement produced by intemperate drinking 
wherever it has existed has been a decided and positive 
hindrance and counteraction to the work of the Spirit : 
The intemperate banished the Spirit by a three fold 
impossibility. As if aware of the earnestness and per- 
severance of his merciful strivings, they made it three 
times impossible for him to enter their bosoms. In ^ 
the first place, intemperate excitement rendered the mind 
incapable of receiving and holding the Spirit — for it per- 
verted and paralyzed the spiritual faculties, and produced a 

mental incapacity for self-inquiry, meditation, watchful- 
ness and prayer ; the only walls by which man can be- 
come a temple of the Holy Ghost. The languor and the 
longing and the craving which followed, showed the per- 
version and the palsy in another form ; but equally exclu- 
sive of the Spirit. In all other distress, in all that belongs 
to the weakness of man and the Providence of God even the 
unsanctified Spirit crieth unto the Lord, but in the depths 
of poverty, amidst the cravings of hunger — in the agonies 
of despair — the drunkard's seeking, his desire and prayer 
was for the elenlfent which hindered his approach. 
Whether drunk or sober — whether elated or depressed, the 
intemperate perverted or paralyzed the faculties by which 
man embraces and holds the indwelling spirit. 

But^s if this were not enough, intemperance prepared 
another, impossibility. Like any other known sin, com- 
mitted against light and experience, it stupified the con- 
science and hardened the heart : so that if the spiritual 
fitcolties had not been perverted or paralyzed^ -there could 
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ha?e been no desire to-, exercise them, and they would 
have been allowed to rust and decay^ as instruments for 
which the heart had no demand. 

Yet eren this was not enough. Lest the steeping con* 
science should awake, and the dead heart live, and the 
palsied faculties exert themselves, and embrace the Spirit, 
intemperance shut up the eye of the body and the ear, 
against the word of God ; the only vehicle by which the 
Spirit can enter within reach of the soul, ^he intemper- 
ate estranged themselves from all the means of grace : — 
from the Bible ; — from reproof and counsel — from hallow- 
ed Sabbaths ; — from the house of God. 

No wonder that the intemperate were proof against the 
Spirit. No wonder that the Almighty Spirit did not by 
all its kind and powerful strivings enter the heart, banish- 
ed by this threefold impossibility. The. excitement of ia- 
temperance would have paralyzed the spiritual faculties, 
and rendered the soul incapable of embracing Him, if he 
had found his way to its hidden recesses— or the con- 
science and the heart would not have called them into 
action, if power had remained, — Or even if intemperance 
had not perverted or paralyzed the spiritual faculties ; or 
had not seared the conscience and hvdened the heart, 
every intemperate man was a self-made heathen, of all 
heathen, the most distant from the sound of mercy — be- 
cause the nerves were dead by which even a Pagan may 
" feel after, and find'* the God who shines in fruitful sea- 
sons, and fills his heart with gladness. 

But the hindrance was not confined to those who were 
intemperate. It is worthy of inquiry, if everjr degree of 
sensible excitement from Ardent ^irits was not, likei 
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excess of wine, at variance with the Spirit of God ; whether 
the most temperate men, who drank enough to make them 
^* feel better/' who were relieved from depression and fa- 
tigue, strengthened in weakness, did not for the time ren- 
der themselves either incapable or less capable of spiritual 
exercises, of self-inquh-y, meditation, watchfulness and 
prayer ; of embracing and holding the Holy Spirit : 
whether in sight of its ruinous effects upon multitudes, 
there was not acquired by those who drank frequently and 
habitually, some dulness of heart and some stupefaction 
of conscience, as an unavoidable mischief; and whether 
the result was not a less sober and considerate and tractable 
state of mind, less studiousness of the Bible, less intimacy 
with the house of God, less openness to reproof — less care 
in keeping the Sabbath. To me it seems, that those who 
drank Ardent Spirits either drank so little as not to feel 
better ; or that their minds were perverted in a meas- 
ure. However this may be with regard to rigidly tempe- 
rate men, the hindrance was most manifest in all cases 
of free drinking : whether it was occasional or habitual. 
Who 'has been so unobserving as to be ignorant of the 
effect even upon persons of apparent piety, by an occa- 
sional free drinkinfl when the professed Christian seem- 
ed almost as trifling and thoughtless, as full of foolish 
talking and jesting, and as void of thanksgiving, as the 
half crazed temperate around him ? Who has not 
noticed in the gatherings of society as they were used to 
be, the folly and the negligence which floated high 
and visible, as soon as the tide of Ardent Spirits came in 
amidst a temperate convocation ? I am greatly mistaken, 
if, while the old customs prevailed, any town in the coun« 
try weie so temperate, that occasionally or frequently half 
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the people did not become bo far excited as to palsy for 
the time their spiritual faculties ; to stupify the conscience 
and harden the heart ! 

It could not be otherwise, but that those who drank 
so as to be excited at all, were subject in their measure 
to the effect which the intemperate suffered, when we all 
know that they continued their customs under the spell 
in which drunkards, till lately, held society fast bound. I 
am astonished when I reflect upon the influe^nce of the 
intemperate. We have said indeed justly, that the drink- 
ing of the temperate was the cause of the intemperance 
which prevailed. But it is equally true that the intem- 
perate by their influence as by a magic spell, bound the 
community to that fatal custom of temperate drinking. 
We all thought that we abhorred intemperance, that we 
despised the intemperate, while in one great mass of 
society we yielded to their overcoming influence. Do you 
not remember, how as it were but yesterday the swag- 
gering of the drunkards, their noisy mirth, their ridicule 
of temperate meanness, drew on with iron chain the par- 
tially intemperate, and made them treat and drink ! How 
this larger band crowding every bar-room— every grocery 
— every raising — every fishing par|p — hunting party — 
every town meeting — every muster — every fourth of July 
— were the self-appointed organs of public sentiment, de- 
claring every man mean and niggardly that would not 
treat ; timorous and womanish that would not drink ! 
How they sent down their influence into every family and 
branded the hospitality with disgrace, that did not set 
forth the poison ! 

It was impossible in this state of things, that all who 
were occasionally or frequently excited with strong 
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drink y should not partake in measure of the palsy and 
the death and the heathenism of the intemperate. Espe- 
cially roust it have been so in the numerous cases in 
which those who were sober and temperate, drank freely 
under the licence of special occasions — sinning against 
conscience, leaving the praise of the intemperate more 
than the praise of God — and so drinking as to be incon- 
siderate and vain hearted — unfit to be the temples of the 
Holy Ghost. 

This hostile influence of the use of ardent spirits, of 
the abuse of wine, pervaded all the scenes of life ; and 
counteracted everywhere the divine arrangements and 
dispensations, which were designed to give scope and 
success to the Gospel. The business of life, the toil, the 
care, the fatigue, designed to reduce the mind to a state 
of daily and habitual thoughtfulness ; to promote our 
communion with our own heart, and our desire for the 
light of God's countenance, were hindered by the prom- 
ise or the performance of the popular stimulant. What 
multitudes said to the bottle and the glass, '' Revive us, 
and restore us :" " Show us the good you can :" and 
forbore the prayer, " Lord, lifl thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us !" Home, with its sacred opportuni- 
ties, its parental and filial affections, failed extensively of 
its native character as a nursery for piety ; partly by the do- 
mestic use ; and partly by the ill-ordered and unsocial hab- 
its, which were produced by the father's lingering at the 
tavern, or the neighborhood circle, or the festive board, — 
by the sons and daughters tarrying long at the mixed 
wine, or punch, or sling, at the private party, or the pub- 
lic assembly, until midnight or the dawn. Social inter' 
3 
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course, of consequence adopted the principle widely, that 
religion was the sister of moping melancholly, and should 
have no place or tongue in mixed society ; and that non- 
sense, and foolish talking, and jesting, ever tending to 
ribaldry, and indecency, were the proper actings of a 
cheerful and merry heart. Even the grave and the dili- 
gent and the wise met at the festive board, not '' for the feast 
of reason, and the flow of soul," but to sit long at the wine, 
until religion and its ministers, the patrons of the begin- 
ning, were warned to retire fropa the noisy and foolish mer- 
riment which were expected to close the feast. Marriage, 
the scene of love and harmony ; the po^ch of life ; the cho- 
sen emblem of the union between Jesus and the church ; 
the occasion for cheerful piety and holy merriment, came to 
be less religious, less Christian, than lifej^ common scenes; 
the allowed place of frivolity and folly and revelry. Religion 
tied the knot, and led the party — ^the vulgar to the use of 
Ardent Spirits ; the more refined to the abuse of wine and 
the folly which she blushed to see and hear. Sickness and 
death and funerals, awoke the tenderest sympathies, 
awakened conscience, and fear and hope, and forced the 
heart to prayer ; opening the way for the Spirit to the in- 
' most soul of man, how extensively in vain— -owing to 
the habits of our ancient temperance. The family, the 
neighborhood calmed, or awe-struck, or melted by God's 
visitation ; failed to consider, and resolve and perform, by 
the cares of this mistaken hospitality — by the relief of 
this deceitful cordial — by the unprofitable society and 
sympathy, which were gathered or held together, by this 
burning bond. Amidst these hostile influences, we re* 
member how youth was despoiled of its precious opportu** 
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nity. As the heart heat high with hope and desire, 
which hespoke its immortality ; as its open ear, its un* 
dimmed eye, its unseared conscience, its tender heart, 
was met by the Saviour, saying, in every word, and look 
and gesture, " Seek ye my face :" as the heart was going 
to reply, " Thy face Lord will I seek," the Omnipres- 
ent impostor, promised to give strength for every weak- 
ness, ease to every pain, relief from every fatigue, a sol- 
ace for every care, to turn every hope into fulness of 
joy, to give boldness for wrong, and shame for right. — 
Even old age as it retired from business and society, car- 
ried engraven on its memory, the praises of Ardent Spir- 
its — and of " much wine" while it heard through its 
deaf ear, that vinous or spirituous excitement was need- 
ful for the weakness, the infirmities, the gloominess of 
old age. Accursed doctrine ! Had ardent spirits, — had 
*' much wine" any power upon decrepit age, except that 
of giving unnatural excitement — and leaving unnatural 
depression ; except that of augmenting the evil which it 
promised to relieve ? What else could it do but increase 
the gloominess and terrors of old age : and prevent its 
natural weakness and languor and gloominess from lead- 
ing the heart to God — that last kind office to which they 
were appointed? from forming or finishing the web, 
which would bind the wasting immortal to the Eternal? 

Finally, the Sanctuary ^ the place fitted to give power 
to all other means of Christian influence ; and to extend 
it over the whole face of society ; in a peculiar sense the 
house of God, and the very gate of heaven, was defiled ! I 
do not mean that it was the scene of traffic, or of drink- 
ing ; but that owing to the prevalent intemperance : to 
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the use of ardent spirits and the abuse of wine; in 
many cases the house was not repaired, the ministry was 
not continued, the ordinances were not observed, and 
whole communities became a moral waste, the havoc of 
the tavern and the shop — or that when they existed, the 
intemperate and their families were absent : or that the 
assembled people, polluted and misled during the inter- 
vals — came up from these artificial stimulants — and from 
the ipconsiderateness which was promoted by the customs 
of society, less careful to keep their feet; and more ready 
to give the sacrifice of fools, than to hear and obey the 
word of God. 

When we consider the enormous quantities of spiritu- 
ous liquors consumed previous to the present reformation, 
not less than 50,000,000 gallons every year ; * that for 
the most part they were employed in producing that ex- 
citement which banishes the spirit. When we consider 
that half a million of the people were habitually intem- 
perate in some of the stages of this horrid vice, and that 
a majority of the adult population were so far misled by 
custom as to be subject to occasional or frequent ex- 
citement ; and when we add that the wisest, and the best 
helped sin upon their neighbor, dare any finite mind at- 
tempt to say V what degree and extent of resistance has 
been offered to the Holy Spirit, who from the days of our 
fathers has been hovering over us, like an eagle over her 
nest and unwilling to be gone ? 

Consider on the other hand how the reformation in 
progress, is a direct and positive preparation for the work 

* Wine wai bo little used in comparison, as to be here unworthy 
of notice. 
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tf the Spirit. The souls of maltitudes are preserved or 
recovered from a paralysis of their moral and spiritual 
powers, and are become capable of seeking and receiving 
and retaining the Holy Spirit. Conscience is in some 
measure restored, the heart softened, the spiritual facul- 
ties have acquired some facility of action : and the whole 
mind is more prepared to welcome the Holy Spirit as an 
abiding guest. 

These preparations of the mind give free scope to the 
opportunities with which our land abounds, and as the re- 
formation proceeds will give fairer and fairer promise of 
an extensive study of the Scriptures, of a holier teaching 
end learning in domestic life, of a more general and at- 
tentive waiting upon the public instruction and worship 
of religion. These preparations of the mind, and these 
approaches of the Spirit on the wings of the word, will 
give freer scope to the warning and winning ministry of 
Providence — freer course to all those arrangements which 
Cfod designed for the moral welfare of mankind. Now, 
what opportunity has our kind Father to teach us to profit 
to lead us in the way that we should go, and to give us 
peace like a river and righteousness as the waves of the sea 
winning us by the rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons; 
warning, inviting, wounding, and healing in those sacred 
seasons of^ persona] care in which he chastens us with a 
. Father's love ; until the most unwilling yields a momenta- 
ry obedience and from which whoever will perish, must 
tear himself away as from a father's arms. Thus, it is^ 
I trust, that the Almighty Spirit which has hovered over 
tts so long, is likely to find a resting place in the hearts of 
•unwonted multitudes—^so that whoever shall call upon the 
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name of the Lord ihall be saved. I know there are other 
hindrances — but I will not repress my gratitude that this 
IS so likely to be removed, and that the soul of man is to 
be laid open to the visitation of the Holy Spirit. Now 
youthful health and vivacity and enterprise and hope may 
learn that the duty and privilege of piety, has no interval 
of sin and folly interposed, but that the Sun of righteous- 
ness rises on the morning of life with healing in his beams. 
Now, maturity may learn that the path to Heaven lies 
through the haunts of business and perplexity and care : 
the occasions in which our erring minds, need the aids 
and the cheerings of the Holy Spirit, and the busy day 
of life may be blessed with the constant rays of the Sun of 
righteousness. Now, old age may find the Almighty its 
stay and comfort and guide ; when the evil days come 
in which they shall say they have no pleasure in them, 
and flesh and heart shall fail — the feeble sinking spirit, 
trembling within its tottering walls, may cling to its Al- 
mighty friend, and be cheered and strengthened and com- 
forted, more than in the days of youth ; and the glo- 
rious example, of a meek, peaceful and joyful old age, 
may throw back its lustre upon the generations which are 
yet to come. 

•Do not think me claiming for the human heart that 
when its native powers are neither paralyzed no^ pervert- 
ed — that when the conscience is awakened, and the heart 
anxious, and when the word and providence apply the stron- 
gest motives to the mind, that unaided and self-confiding, 
it will be renewed and sanctified and holy. I mean to assert 
no such absurdity, no such contradiction to God's word,-as 
that the Holy Spirit can dwell in the proud and self-con- 
fiding. All I claim is that the mind shall be fitted accord- 
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ing to its original formation to become His sacred temple. 
How hallowed in this view, is the Temperance reforma- 
tion i It repairs and builds the walls of self-inquiry, med- 
itation, watchfulness and prayer, which form the living 
temple. It prepares in the wilderness the pathway of the 
Lord, and is the true forerunner of a general and abiding 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. Its proper end, is to fill the hearts 
of our countrymen and of all nations with the Holy Spirit. 

This, certainly is its highest knd. 

I do not undervalue the ^health and wealth, and order 
and comfort, blessings not spiritual, which cluster around 
this reformation and adorn its path. I want words to 
express my admiration of the change which has already 
^ taken place in every town in the country, where this re- 
form is advancing ; even in the temporal condition of in- 
dividuals and families ; where by the appeal to the con- 
science, and the sympathies and shame, and by exam- 
ple, the intemperate has been reformed. I could point you 
to a wife who twenty ninths ago, was more bitterly bereav- 
ed than a widow, to children who were worse than or- 
phans ; whose husband and father though alive, seem- 
ed more like an evil spirit, than an inhabitant of this 
world of mercy. His visits to his home were visits of 
misery and woe ; or if there were intervals of kindness, 
and quietness, were repeated, with aggravations of tenfold 
bitterness. Oh, can I undervalue the change which has 
taken place 1 That unhappy woman had resigned herself 
to a hopeless calamity-r- to wretchedness for life. Even the 
voice of the Temperance Society brought her no comfort, 
for she bad learned that the vice was incurable : and de- 
spaired more deeply as she heard echoed from one quarter 
of the country to the other, " There is no hope of reform^ 
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ing Ihe Drunkard," Dreadful soand ! Sho knew it, she 
felt it — she had died already a thousand deaths, as it had 
thrilled through her soul ; but it filled her with a deeper 
agony as she heard the general outcry ; which the friends 
, of temperance set up, " Let the Drunkard drink himself 
to death: but save the temperate from the mortal plague^ 
the incurable vice P* 

While the whole country was ringing with the outcry, 
the Temperance Societies were clustering themselves to- 
gether. Those useless constitutions, as some think them, 
began to be formed — that signing of the name to a bond 
of abstinence which some think so needless to them- 
selves — so useless to others, began to be done ; by here 
a dozen and there a dozen in every state and county ; in- 
creasing some slowly, some rapidly, to scores and hun- 
dreds. These lights to the temperate, began to stand 
thick on the candlestick, and to show the old broad 
road to ruin, that the temperate might be frighted back. 
Amidst these doings the bottle the glass and the bowl be- 
gan to be banished from the shop and the field, and the 
house and the festive board ; and their past mischief, and 
present power to foe the theme of the public press, and the 
public tongue : — ^until shame, mantled with a deeper red 
the face of the drunkard himself, and even appetite — the 
drunkard's appetite ; that voracious monster, cried out. It 
is enough 1 — Sometimes in anger — sometimes in despair 
— sometimes in hope ; — and finally, in fixed and deter- 
mined resolution — ^It is enough — It is enough ! 

No witness was present in that happy hour-^no friend 
heard the voice which said it is enough : other than that 
kind and holy angei which even yet had not forsaken hia 
paths, nor refdsed to be his ministering spirit. But it 
vas done« In a favored hour his passions blended in the 
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sympathies of the neighborhood. Love plighted at the 
marriage altar rekindled its gentle flame, in the smother- 
ed fuel of his bosom : a father's tenderness yearned over 
his neglected, disgraced and suffering children; fore- 
sight was struck with horror at the dismal prospect of 
want, disease, and death : conscience awoke. » The 
better passions struggled with appetite and conquered. 
Then it was, that the day dawned upon the hopeless night 
which had settled on his family. His bloated face recov- 
ered its healthfulness ; his hands strengthened and steady, 
brought bread and clothing home to his wife and children : 
his clamorous and blistered tongue recovered its youthful 
tones of kindness and order and comfort began to adorn 
and bless his home. Ask her who felt the agony of hope- 
lessness, and she will tell thee what no one knows but her- 
self, how blessed is her home, now that she tastes this restor- 
ed kindness and her heart is healed of its wounds ; now 
that she has recovered her lost husband — ^her children, 
tbeir lost father. 

Ask the four winds and they will tell thee, not of one, 
but of hundreds in the last three years, who havfe breath- 
ed their gratitude and joy, amidst their silent murmurs; 
at the unlooked for change in the home of the drunkard. 
Ask the four winds, and they will tell thee of thousands 
and tens of thousands recovered and preserved ; who 
have discovered their danger and avoided it ; and are now 
the joy of their parents, the glory and the crown of their 
families and of society. 

Who can undervalue blessings so remarkable, so ex- 
tensive, so increasing ? 

IWe need not undervalue them ; we do not undervalue 
them. We claim, rather, as the testimony of experience. 
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that health and wealth and order and beauty, are so 
much the more abundant, as men aided by the Spirit, 
shall add to their temperance virtue, and faith, and 
knowledge, and patience, and godliness, and brotherly 
kindness, and charity ; and as the assurance of proph- 
ecy, that when the earth shall become the temple of 
the Holy Ghost, it will be blessed with the highest out- 
ward glory. But if outward blessings enjoyed already 
or seen in distant prospect are worthy of our admiration, 
in what terms shall we exalt the inward and immortal 
blessings which are the highest end of the temperance 
reformation ? Even on this theatre, why should we not 
consider private happiness to consist in the enjoyment 
of right affections, of holy sympathies ; of fellowship 
with God ; in charity to man, and in the visitations of 
the high and lofty One to the contrite heart? Why should 
we not consider public prosperity, under the aspect of 
society arranged and self governed according to the order 
of the gospel ; living in the enjoyment of domestic lovo*; 
banded in circles of prayer and praise ,* blending their 
affections as melodious sounds in the harmony of psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs ? Surely, these blessings 
are not the blessings of heaven only, but the highest 
blessings of this world. The highest earthly blessings is 
a holy and heavenly mind. The most favored society is 
that which consists most nearly of holy members ; which 
approachest nearest to doing the will of God on earth as 
the angels do it in heaven ; which has the most intimate 
fellowship with God : and in the coming period, which is 
described in no cunningly devised fable, of wealth and 
health and order and beauty, the crown and glory of that 
millennial prosperity, will be the universal holiness to the 
Jjord. 
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But, lottk forward, with the eye of immortals. It 
is the privilege of those who seek the highest end 
of the present reformation, to be co-workers with God in 
renewing and sanctifying the immortal mind, in storing 
a treasure house, where moth cannot corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal ; in giving to multitudes everlast. 
ing fellowship with the just, with holy angels, and with 
the infinite God. 

If this reform be pursued with just regard to the de- 
mand as well as the prohibition of the text, what blessings 
may we not hope to see soon, if we are so happy at our 
departure hence, as to arrive among the blessed. We re- 
joice now, as we survey what we can see from our present 
post of observation— with our feeble sight — but if we rise 
and look from the heavenly heights, with the eye of re- 
deemed spirits, what glorious visions shall we see. 

I dare not make limitation of number, where I would 
pray that we may see a multitude, passing all number. 
Yet surely, this reformation, is opening the door of hope to 
the forti/ thousand, who if the tide of intemperance had 
rolled on, would have been borne every year to the 
land of sorrow and of death : to the half million tri- 
fling on its head- waters, and hastening to give themselves 
to its impetuous torrent : — to the millions — who are em- 
ployed in feeding the fountains and keeping open the 
channels : and helping on the victims of that stream of 
death : to the millions upon millions whom the Christian 
world neglected ; hereader to the borne upon the waters of 
life : and their crowds of successors, crowds upon crowds 
— ^until the broad unbroken stream of life, shall roll its 
untold numbers of holy immortals into eternity for a thou- 
sand years ! And that numbers passing all number shall 
stand at the right hand in judgment and take possessioii 
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of the everlasting kingdom ,and join in the praises and 
services of eternity who entered their path of glory 
through the gate of the temperance reformation. 

This is its highest end, — spiritual — endless— bound- 
less glory to unnumbered men. It is in view of this, 
that it has been aided and urged forward, by ministries 
more benevolent, more active, mor^ mighty, than we see 
with our eyes. It is for this, that holy angels have 
been hovering over us, flying in the midst of us, aiding 
a work at whose mysterious progress we have looked 
and wondered ; forgetting how fitted it is to awaken the 
interest and employ the energies of the countless minis- 
ters to the heirs of salvation. It is for this, that God in 
his Providence has so ordered society, that it has repeated 
with deepening and endless echoes, the prohibition of 
tQxt ; and that the Spirit is helping the infirmity of man, 
striving in the outer court that he may enter and abide in 
the inner temple of the he^t ; so that earth, throughout 
its coming generations, may rejoice in fellowship with 
God, and that numbers passing all number, may dwell in 
mutual love, and in the love of their common Father for- 
ever. 

Let us hasten this reformation, by employing the best 
MEANS. Let us hallow it by regarding its highest end. 
Let us cheer and encourage each other by motives which 
unite all angels and constrain God's spirit in the service 
of man. Let us welcome to our bosoms the Holy Spirit, 
and clear his pathway to the hearts of this generation, 
and of generations yet to come. As the best means and 
the highest end of the temperance reformation let us pro- 
claim and echo and re-echo everywhere, and send down 
to distant times, the acclamation, ** Be tb filled wira 
THE Spuut." 
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